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Hierarchy Optical Flow Based Semi-Automatic
Spatial-Temporal Video Segmentation

ZHAO Ming, CHEN Chun, WU Zheng-ping

{Department of Computer Science and Engineering . Zhejiang University, Hangehou 310027)

Abstract In the new MPEG-4 video coding standard, the semi-automatic video segmentation plays a key role in
supporting cbject-oriented coding and enabling content-based functionalities. A novel hierarchy optical flow based
semi-automatic spatial-temporal video segmentation method is presented in this paper. The proposed algorithm
comprises of spatial and temporal segmentation modules. In the spatial segmentation stage, the user can input
points around the video object (VQ) with the proposed point-based graphic user interface (PBGUI), then active
contour model and tracking bug algorithm are used to precisely define the video object of interest 10 be segmented.
With the result of spatial segmentation, the temporal segmentation involves non-rigid object boundary tracking and
rigid object whole entity tracking by hierarchy optical flow algorithm based on the algorithm proposed by Lucas and
Kanade. And the tracking points selection algorithm is proposed to greatly improve the tracking performance in the
rigid object whole entity tracking. The experimental results show that the proposed algorithm can precisely
segment video objects from video clips and can be applied to object-oriented coding. content-based functionality and
multimedia database indexing,

Keywords MPEG-4, Optical flow, Video segmentation, Object-oriented coding

Vol. 7{A),No. §
Aug. 2002

¢ 5l

it

PAENERTERNERE R THROREF
RAOERAERS EF—REBRBEE
MPEG-4 0, 3045 - 3 b (9 I8 % 3 & s D A
SUHBE XK KRRE THRIGER MEER
FHEMNELR N KT, MPEG-4 HIBFE

W B B R 2001-09-03, 23 ) B #B - 2001-12-10

WA MRS E 2R R H MR R T,
A7 AT B A 4R 18 CBP L35 43D 3 F MPEG-4 L&
HHXHENTREXER.
HEHHERBE SRS AEHARANEAF
ARERYD ASHERC AT EXETEE,
SE Gh% BTSRRI B R # T
SE.BERAREREZH AN HERBE AE G ¥
B EAXEEES AMBNERBER L E



760 T EESBEE R

BB R

B S ERBEMTIEY. LagisBER
EH R Pl R RE(GUD X U0
oA, S HAEN RN EOERRE AR
Jo BERIUR IR A B # iE R AT 2L

CRRC5 T8 T —F {31y MIE B, LB LR
AEET K ELETER8, FR AR 8%
FUEATRRER. (B2 B 0 A W B B 8 R A
AR BR K 12 3 89 3R R 12 31 , [ ik 8 X R 4 2 o i
o b . STk L6 142 iR 2 B a2 B0 43
A B AR 53 8. WP R ek P R BT R
R RE S — AR RARERAS K
W18 B BSR4 B L TR 43 ) F 3 4 0 AR
T B, SCRRLS 18 25 B0 4 ) Fa U AR (6 ] M Bt A
APERTERRTARFNER. AETFAPE
. 3T HEREE. SUNRL6 JRG L iE1 53 3 5B 4R 42 S0 A i
AERIAS ¥, (B X R A (R A6 R BRBR R AR ICACH
B MERHE 2 5 0 R B9 DX SR BR B OB E B BRI K
PR M S B ER T BT LU BR ER R B .

ETRXARMF AN EWE 7 RIE L, 7
PASERR bR ik m. B b s A R A IR A
BREZBAHAXRANETAVWBEER, AT
(PBGUD), o] IR 4F L BRI P X R E LA
YRR B (VO). B8 23 30 % R e iy 3 7 B B A O £
MBEREARATETRERAHMEE, Rt R
HRE R E R R AR R R T 2B

1 ZiEsHE

ZEAHNBENREAF BT . BBWEX
RHWMARE . ELAAAUTRE B FET
MPZEMEERPREGUD: B @83HP X
E.EBINEXMNROBRHRE.

1.1 EFTRPZEMEXARARET —PBGUI

—BHR AP RE TEAKBAS KR
BE R RIGRABENE . RGBERAL. ORL6]
RAETHNITE  ERERAPMAKENE . H
BRAET - ERAPBABRSZHE RAFEERAK
HHE-— "W mMETRGBEER, P R@
(PBGUDL), R E R A i A KB # & £ PBGUI
TR ABERGS RUFHLEE LR RE
RAERTURGRBENROER, WREBWABH
BHPARESSRAN L T HECHANSR
R — s, RERT LS B EHHN R

.2 FAARRTE. AEAENRARRLE

X F . AP MARGSHROT . RER
5 308 5 P R A 80 A0 X A 2544 B L T R R B
RBFEERISE(DBANRESETBH &
BB EREM A ERZL. R E CHY
b7 B 2 7 B AR B8 BB L B R BB
R ER A s AF L EERE, AP 8
MEFRMARTHRF IEREBERCETH
T EERETR. (OB THEIAKANLR. B
AHHMANEREE SR TERHNBE, T
M—HESSFEREIEE AT EEUDERK
A . PBGUI M AT AR AF A i P b 3 1] 2.

#F PBGUI WH LT -

(1 F B £ 5% B 4 Y (Active contour
model or snake) ¥ FE P iliid PBGUT & A B S 47
FR. TR P RA S RGBT B o A
AT xS ASEAR L. REEENRA
BHA.

(2B 050 R R BR A, S i 018 B LA
MG HHFE. WRBRSEEER, NETAFH
WRMEE BRI B, RASENREERER
WEEH R REEL M EETMT R B
— HENEEAMK LSRR, Bk T -
B r 2k %o 2R A T IR R BT B R EA R
7B 2 o M AR AL (], AT GRAE T 1 57 608

MOAKREEEE NIFXBERBR.
FHNEAEERINBRIABNAEE ABLFE
HF K S R B R .

1 b B4 A B, PBGUI AR T AL AL

WRARE.BTHABARER (DX
EHEE.BETHBH:

(DERBH, LG BAMANMIER. R
ik R7.3: 20 2185 A Rg g N

2 MESE

i i 4 0 AR 2 A B A R B 3l o AL
X 4. PRI XT3 o PR AR T B . X R A SR A
BR B Bk HEAT 43 0, A R R B R I AR B IA AT 4
#l, ZH# LR A Lucas-Kanade Yt A, (LA
¥ A R — . T L4 9SO . A 7 X IR R
wiESE P BETREAESRE L AR R
BT A EsR.



M 28

HE ETRERARGY AN ZUFEIHHER 761

2.1 ETARBRRAIERES Y
xAERIE B2 81, CRRC6 1R A T R C B ik i
HAaRRE HE AR FETRET/MNESHRH
EHGE Ak X6 B AHALBET LR
BRVRTR A A 5 r e v A LURE, R
REAKMARTHRNEAT . BEXREE L
HAKREHFAEE.
fE/NEFRE LT  Fleet Ml Jepson §) 4 &% &
B R BY, Lucas-Kanade F K Z , BR EE
Bl BEA SR E LTS BN EEE KA
Lucas-Kanade T B #ATH 7 S WER. Faf, fl AR
MERER.EERFREEERTRESRENL.
2.1.1 Lucas-Kanade Y R &5 R
Lucas-Kanade! ' kB2 sh R BERFEH
BEHEB LEFAE.H
VX, =[v. (), (D] =
HPp X=(r.y.
NREXEBOFZREENRESREN,, Rt
S -AREEHAR. ARAXHER S RL BT
Hiagh HEM TR, BT U BT
B, AR E R LK EE Y EE
LI Lucas-Kanade FEEH#FT AR SBRERYES
i&. Lucas fl Kanade" 1@ X EHER B FHXH T
BREZEN

[a.d]" X€B (1)

- Z'&](X,z)a_l_&l(x’,t) AX )2

“ ¥ at

R, I (X0 BrBESMRERE
HERERND, B ad HHREE MRS

B AENRETE.H2
E ( A(X,1) +31(X,:)d+81(x.t)) AH(X.1)

(23

=0 (3

=\ T N 3t a
~fAX,yy A,y dl XL d(X,e)

%{ TCH_TCH-T) = 0 (4

BRI BAR
AE aAlX,n aAX,n 2 al(X,0) X))
a) i & ar e * &
{d,” 3 AX,0) ALK, AKX, alX,t)
dr By Xce dy dy

Lxcre

3 Z aX(X t) A (X,t)

Tar
xen -
. E aX(X,t) al(X .0}

Fr R a

o DD A AL gy gy st

BOXTE .y RILLRETE 4 ERBEEE. RIRS, R
G ESHRBRREE R & WERE
T A, AX,n ALK, A,
2T & 4w dy

XEER XcB

(6>
>—1’ AX ) AX.0) Z AX,1) X,

iex ¥ g ics b dy
A .
2.1.2 dERlfES BIE S

# T Lucas-Kanade 3 IR BZ #L R A9 3E R 1% 43
BB LLMTTOE F, P oL R HE I (Mask.) R
WAGUT—0 Fo X S HE B (Mask, . ) B
L FRIMT

(1> XFHRTHT F, o, W50 R R (Mask. ) 38
REmE—-A ARG RAKEH . X FLE
R@smBH A HESMRAMSHE BN
BHEHES .

(2) FAZRIN F, B F &0 F0 X N 4 E 3 ) &
RETF—WFo s DR A FHDRS
R AR

(3) HEHHAFTEER L DRBFT— F.,,
R YRR 5 R R I (Mask,- ).

. RARSEREE . FRRERTRE
HEMBEHERGFEHBRT MR THERE
W, Eg—EPRET LIS EE, FARMNE,
EENRAHPEEER F EHRANUESES
fR A8 2 BB RRE Mask..,.

2.2 ETEEBIEAAES R

St TR o] LA B {k i@ sh R m ih FLag 3, i b
RIS SR A AT IR I NN M B IR
R.UOHEPRUERT. XERAET Lucas-
Kanade FENFSHBELEHEIM A SHER
{5 SR BT R R R
2.2.1 BETHER

B b, RWFRRMERELHER, £k
i fh kAT S Wit R Bk BEETER R A b RIES
RBERARRNTBED. WRHEEL B HBR
HEBARFARNEE WA EENEImRE
REREBMEOBATEES AT RREUWSH
H(B)ERE, F Mr B B FHRRERTHEGIB
ENRANERE, B ETERNN

My =[ms,mi]" =T "B, (7
2.2.2 WEKGHHER
BEGHEARBEASHGHTER. ERITE




762

FEEREEFIER

57 HBA D

HEABRESENRRRB EHEHENHHEHR
AL B ER
VX, =[v.()v,)]
=[a+br+cy . d+ert+ 4]
B, X=(1,y).
MmEBETHERA, EREGHEETHN B R
MR FRENES, FER(@EN

XeB (&)

g‘%(a + bx + cy) +

E=3

xen

al(X.,t) aI(X.:)‘f
]

(.:i-f—e;r-l—f_y)+—éI

HERERAD, A EZR ab. 0 d e FITRIR
X ERRIP.2ENETF. B HEA K
SR T RAR

®

(L Yald, Dyid, LI, Naad, Sy, [-31r5 7
XeB XERB Xe® Xek Xep xXes XeB
0| Dl DLl Nwld, Dald, 2#Ll, SaLI| | =Yzl
Xes XeB Xcn Xer Xe B XeR XEB !
b SiyLi, Dayld, DyLI. Dyld, Dold, DyLL| | =Dyl
[4 . Xca Xed XcB Xes Xe 8B XcB Xcg (10)
d ML, XL, Dy, LI, Xalld, Dyl -S>
e Xes XcE YeFR Xe2 Xe b rern YeB
Mall, DA, Dxylld, Xall, Mixd, XaylI,| |- >zl
- Xch Xc B Xcs Xck xc#s Xes Xeg8
Zyl,fy ZIyIrIy ZszrIy ZnyIy EIJ'I:'Iy Eyzfyly _Zylyll
Lxes Xeh xen xR Xed xen A L  xes -

HXFEFEEGSMBEZSIER, S5 A M.
ATLBy FRAQOPFRENER 3 MEME, MBE
E R PLEROR A

M= [momhms ym ym'y,mi ]T=A7"B,
2.2.3 BEAEBERE

(1218 E, HIEREF AL TRE IR
IBREFATETFHFTRARIEBERL.H
EHTHRESEIANEPESANSBRESR, FLE
BENEAT. BTHEAA Y LHREE MR
B — RGO ERR 2 R IEERK X 2
TEEETEAERA BERMNASEXE N &M
MEFERE MERAXEGETRE RERWR
A R, R A R (6 ERER 2 M
EHFHE TR MEAE—TF R LAREFYN
PRER A1, TSR 1 A B G R B R o, T BB 42
REEEXA S LA B, I DU k4
MAFEFRABKFLEHEN S FREESTFE E
BEXFHBENE BESRBRAERNT (DX
AEHRERD EEEREX G FEREN 2 T
EEFEL BEEFRBAMN S (OMBXHEHN
BT — 5B A, A W e A s A R i A
FEETRRBAHTHEN S, HAREXEN AN
SRR P e i S BB — B Ik
2.2.4 RESHAERE

FIE UL MBI F, PR R (Mask,) iR

an

A LT —401 Foyy PR R (Mask, . ) X .

(1) MERETHE M- =[0,0], BKk{5
M,=1[0,0,0,0,0,0]

(2) IBRESEEREE Mask, PEES TH
BEHBREL.

(3) ABETFBEMITH L Mask, HEETB
A B AMy ,Mr=Mr+AMr.

(4) H AM; B BERN T —W F. 778,

(5) & |AMz| > Threshr, 3t B # B H %
Be<Tterr  ¥650 3 4.

(6) MR MAI & S IEFEZ sl 75 10 4.

(7) IRkt 8RR Mask, B 05 55
R AM M,=M,+AM,.

(8) Al AM., M BHI T — W Fo. 4T 5 51
L.

(9) F 1AM, | > Thresha, 3 B 5 3 8 1K
W<Tter, 5555 7 3.

(10) BHBE Mr=[mi, m? ], Mi=[mi.m%,
iy, MG ma, mh T, 0 M = [mh + m, mh. mis
matmi miami 1" B M X Mask, 8930 B 5 81T
B.BHEET-wFHENEMIRS REEBALR
EERHAMAR HAXHETRESR (W 1.2)#
BT — b A R R PR (Mask,, ).

Fe, RARMEREATRNEREEEA TR
BB FEWETHBES TREREYN . &5



®Hal 23

REETREAXARNOL AN TRASHER 763

—B A #iE T L R, BTAR KR, MR E Mo,
MA EJ:_‘E#J%%%U 2 %Hﬂ»ﬁﬁﬁfﬂ MT\MA &
AT BEBASSE M M, AXBE Mask,..

3 RBSER

31 ZTHSW
T PBGUI I r H& R iNE 1 .

(a) Akiyo

B 1 PBGUI &= MR
MRFFIRACIF A0 FE R R RN
Akiyo #l Foreman B 5. Z£/ 1) . ()P, A@ &
WECAESERAFEARMTIMBARL AR

(b) Foreman

A

i L1

FHAZKE PBGUILBIER ~HM A ARG MR
2. HEE PBGUI BB F i A S 200 W4 Xt
£ UTERERIT. HFHEWH Akiyo FFF, BF
HESA IR MM TESERE:, ARNEHNKN
Foreman [#%], HHF# L EH{ A 19 4~ s BI AL
3.2 BTFURBREHEANESNH

ETHFBRENERESBLRNE 2 FrR,
WX RERACIFRLNFRRETREYN
Akiyo 0 Foreman R 51, 55 1 B 4+ 81 % F 2= 40 %)
FeE oHEFEME LR FT Akivo BH.HT
HERRE. AHERAR  EE RS,
AT P T84 B R L.

%tF Foreman FF3. iy T ¥ 4% 5 B 45 2, {40
M REH R EEN Rt iE s Bk, oA R
 Akiyo FFF4T. B 2(b) i TEH L3R A
PASKER. R LE S, 100 WLLET. 4
SRR LEZN.

=

(b) Foreman

H2 sfEaHER

13 ETRLARARESEN
ETRABEAORAKSRGRME 3 Frn, N
i FE 71 3R F§ Coastguard FE 7. ZE M FF 5, & A
Coastguard 1 7 ¥ 51 X3 &, £E Wi &35 30. M3 100
Wi FF B+ Coastguard 58230 37 B BL, BL M5 100 B
FFeg el B3 100 MIRFM AR, LR

16097 1509

MBS FLEMAP FH. AE0REEST. TE
HHOR XHAVEENBEBREATRATEE
EkER S, BE Y Coastguard WEBIF £ R LR,
FRHBE MERACRIIPMERE HHTEL
HATEE, SRR MAE 4 R, 7 120 Wil Z AR
B R . 2E 150 BiRHRB 2 7 MR E 7 200 fIBHR

==

" 200M 2508 298 i1

3 Coastguard i85 ¥ &5 5%



784 o [ A ¢ 4R #HTEBA
3 -l o r
100 H1 120M 150w 20081 250,

4 X#R[6 )WL A Coastguard f)5r HIGE

B4 13 MRUFEFE 250 M RHIE 33 TR KK
ROULAMERT. HREMER G T ERES
SRR 685 BBCRM T A X (L& D.

®1 MEREMEGIRERSTIMGIHI R
B
Bk Akiyo Foreman Coastguard
MO100 BIFF IR,
255 W B B 7O Wi W L2
xmis] ; . FE 210 M1 B
TR L TRXLES s
 §:3 15 ¥R E
MNE T PR
100 B FF i,
% BT A W29 100 W H B 12
AXNE MO.REBAF MRRU L AR (298
A H)-ﬁB/J\T—
ITRXK R boeet,

4 & it

ETRIOCER ¥ AR S RASTREE BB
oy et g A M. B H P ET M
FERFP R E (PBGUL), ] LA K ¥ i € XA X R
(VOO B35 33 JE HI 2259 i 7 B8 o FOI0 £ fr e
BRESIRHA MR TRICERORE . 5000, EH &
MEREEN, B TREARERE BRABRE
TAHEEee. BT RIOLRKE QN E L HH
FEE AR WA R L, A LT8R (DN
BFAMNEEAFREPBGUD; ()i REREME
FEREYRBERAERE R ORUBESERR
HORE TSR KRR ERESRERL S
B R, AR TR BN RN ET A
BEHEWENA. ZEABEENRIERS. B
ERRED FEFANGER, nAAREAE
BRE - SUHEIESRAER T 50 TH.

$ & xm

MPEG Video, SNHU Groups. “Committee draft of MPEG-4,
part 2, 14496-2" Technical Report ISO/IEC JTC/SC29/WG11/
N1902, ISO/IEC[R), Fribourg, Switzerland. QOctober 1987.
Erl. MO X BRANERNERI IHELRESE
fE.2001, 38(1).38~42,

Meier T. Ngan K N. Auromatic segmentation of mavings for
video object plane generation{]). TEEE Transactions on Circuits

and Systems for Video Technalogy. 1998,8(5):525~538.
Wang D. Unsupervised video segmentation based on watersheds
and temporal tracking[JJ. IEEE Transactions on Circuits and
Systems for Video Technology. 1998,8(5),539~546,

5 Gu Chuang, Lee Ming-Chich. Semisutomatic segmentation and
tracking of semantic video objects[J]. TEEE Transactions on
Circuits and Systems for Video Technology, 1998, 8(5>:572~
584.

Kim Maunchurl, Jeon J G, Kwak | S et af. Moving object
segmentation in video sequences by user interaction and
automatic object tracking [J]. Image and Vision computings
2001.19(5):245~260.

Kass M, Witkin A, Terzopoulous D. Snakes. active contour
models [ ). International Journal of Computer Vision, 1988,
1(4).:321~331.

g EHT MRARIMI LM AR, 200134

Castleman K R. Digital imeage processing [M ], Englewood
Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1996 :460~~461.

Beauchemin S S, Barron ] L. Fleet D J. On optical flow[A], In:
Int. Conf. on Artificial Inteliigence and Information-Control
Systems of Robots[C]. Bratislava, Slovakiz, 1994.3~14.
Lucas B D, Kanade T. An iterative image registration technique

10

1

with and application to stereo vision[ A]. In,Proceedings of the
7th International Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence[CT.
Vancouver, 1981:674~679.

Shi J, Tomasi C. Good features to track [A ). In: IEEE
Conference on Computer Vision and Pattern Recognition [C7.
Seattle, 1994;583~600.

o3

B B 1976 4,199 FE MK
FETHEMAABFILAETRARES
ITREMIHRALE. T EHRFRAESR
Sb 3R B R B LK.

B & 1955 FE. 5828145
M. EERRTEATREAE R,
BMA RS HENME.CAD/CAM. AT
Hek CSCW S 4.

WIEE 1977 44,1095 FERWIT K
FELEN AAFTRKEFENHES
TRERLHRE TEHRFA AR
b2 B RS A AL A



