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Featureless small object detection and tracking

Tao Linmi,Li Liang, Di Huijun
Department of Computer Science and Technology , Tsinghua University , Beijing 100084 , China

Abstract: The detection and tracking of small and/or indistinct objects is a challenge in computer vision, since it is
difficult for current detection and tracking algorithms to extract appropriate apparent features from small and/or indistinct
objects. We found by observing video data that the small moving objects can be distinguished from noisy background due to
their regular motion pattern. Based on this finding, we proposed a novel method for solving the challenging problem of small
and/or indistinct object detection and tracking. The contribution of this paper is the denoising algorithm for small object

segmentation and the dynamic programming algorithm for route optimization in tracking. Extensive experiments show the

promising results in both accuracy and robustness of the proposed method.

Key words: foreground; association; denoising; dynamic programming

0 3

[l

WU 4% R GE AL T P L B RN F R Y
PR Z S R R R B AR S T
BREZVRN (0L 75 5y iz 2l th /N8 4 75 5 i 1 R
Gy R F AR RF8) , (45 H AR 20 ]2 fy
B, 25 5 52 IS (4 P i wfe L5 2 i PLIX
3 SRR T EURRAS I R R A B

s B #A.2011-03-02 ;& [E] H #3.2011-08-15
BE&WH :EHEAHRFAE LT H (60873266 ,90820304 )

PTG Hh ) MR B 15 AR A M AR I 25 v
B AP . PR TR ER 1 A2 B2
(1) JE— S L TR (1 7 35T 9100 et R R A
ST B R A B )k 8
ST U 51 b ok B R WL, T HG v B X s 7 T
BRI AR R TT 5 A IR R R
R TS B L A 5 R 9 20 SRR (A i 3647 DT
Heo AN X LERE PR BURFAE B DT I AEAR 21 O T I
AFE . B THERIE, LTt RE R R X 1A ik

FE—EER A FIRRE (1962— ), 5, RIS, FEM TR AIE AN E. . E-mail : tao. linmi@ gmail. com



358 FEEREIEFAR www. ¢jig. en

F17 &

AT BRI, FUR 2% 75 3K [R) B 3 2 T R AR A 00 119 5
M 25 ) A 3% 22 DA RO BRI 29 R — e
=, [R5 ik RE A8 7 A S A Y ARCR o
WkIE B o IR A AR R IR RE S A
ARRFR R o A7 I DR A #3722, 2% —
TEBMGHASARE IV SO 19 F AR E T IR ER . & 1
A B0 T R IRTE BB B3R, 55 30 ey B
S ONLIS

(a) /MH#s

(b) HAHH

1 FEEMERW H AR
Fig.1 Tracked objects

IR Ty B AR ME R B/ B AR 0 R R, ]
K1 (a) VR4 7E 360 x 240 1y IR 5 oK |
30(5 x6) 45 s WAR X 1z I BB P 4 0 BR L Y
PR IE A S A i, PG 23 TR Ry 5 Sk B o v 1 78 7
BOR, B an 1 (b) iR 4, A B 1516 [R] 5 55 A
L, Y ER AT hi S B BB, IX PR
H {45 ) A dofe 20 AT FH TG T A 6 UL AR AE . STk
[10] B 45 T —8F| F TBD (track before detect) X}
/NEARFEAT BRI Y 7k, R Rk K 22 0 R TR 4L A R
LS e

SCHR[ 4 142 i —Fh e Bl R R AR m] FH ) H
e WU R B g i, BV a1 % 32 1 i, ARG R
AR MR R 1AL, XA 38 TR
HOEY/ NV SR Re N e AL NP B A o o €
25 % F o A — MR R SRR E B AT AR
AT EAR AL . R 32 0 T 5o &)
H R IR P A BEURR, LN R T 3207 YA AR 2 B H
FOMERE . Meanshift 1 1 18115 1 250 (3, 23 A5 B 07 AR

AR R Rl R ) B PR AT, S R A
s BOIE LT A5 % B BB, AL B EA T
G0 T RO I AR AR, W 28 05T 38 e
(contextual flow ) A, A 2L FI6 0 1 2 1
o P AR A AR AR/ N B RR AT ER
ZOTIE AR R AR/ N B bR 4 20 AT R H R R
15T AR IR (B2 /N B AR e 5 B B AR )
BRI IR

TERG S s, ARG T 2R BN B, A
A 6 MER,IRE GG B H b, B 1 IR
T —A/INIg B AN — > A S BRI 8 P A 35
Wi NARERAR MEOL I 2], SC6 A B R 0, A
ARSI R B 7 v JC Ik XoF 3k R W AR R A 7 R B, PR SA TG
AT FRAFE SR SO

BIHT M Ml 45— A T 3% L RRAIE 19 W 4 B B
ik

1 /MEREN S bR

TER Y S P, B 4% 0932 8 H AR — AR AR
AN BRI , s A 2 o ks AN
LA 2 A UAGEIN F), {ELJ AT D3] T Rt ML I P
MFgaa st FZE sl 5 8, il iy 5o
F, A AR T BB R AL AL T LAAR s s R is
S5 S, ARSI B %12 sh A

BUAT SCHR R 50 B kA 2 0, 280 L
LIRS LU, (R LR 6 75 T8 T 5301 1R S B8 A B A8
5t B OR T 2 2 AR S AT R R
#o X RMER SN Z R T

K
P(Xn) = an,i : T’(xy/-l’n,hzn,i)
i=1

FORHAGREMR S 8)7 SR, JEARE ol
() UG 5 220 AR AT T S [ T BT, 32 5 i
TH 3 ASEG

DMERBE T, B4 P(X,) < T, BAEIZ A
HHTR A . Yis SRR, AT AT LUK FE £
(5 (P A o G 75 5 AN 2o X AR A/ N e e B i v
S HAR TR AT = BRI, xS R
WIE .

2) SIS EEHAE o RHKERE .

Mo = (1 =a) ~p, +a- (X, —u,)

o =0-a) o, +a- (X, -pu,)’
WP(X,) < T, i%xSE0 MSHCE B0 H %6



553 1]

PE R, A5 TOARURRAE /S F R AGI 5 B 359

KA BH BT AR 2B AE B0 e AR 7 A A
k.

3)VRTE B F R A m
RO

A {(1 -Blw,; +B

ol e, Kl
B WA T4 2 BT 4, 14
A BB A T 2.

P SR AT 4 SR RO T 28
BT 7. 5 A S 2 A M0 3 — 2 i
FHESEL, DA B R AT 25 5 . 75 21 1Y A 5
MR HRE A 0 A 25 5 WA W T L B 2 AR
S ETIGRE S S S B SR

JUE /IS H AR 04 AR 2 AR A1 2 X DAAS I 71, 150
IR D TR M iE SR ARAN
F AR AE SHPE IR , 1T B2 B (B2 5 1
DA ECSE U o 035 50 38 B 42 B
TESE FAILATTT P B4 67 B PR SR 1, i MR
S B ) BRI SR

FE R i PO AR LT, Wik
FARI S Bk PR W 13 5 — A T
B HEN) A 32 3 A SR B S 1 o 2
23 ] 1 A S Al 7 32K 6 5
SHRTAT SR ) A TR T A
2 sl B AR 7E 23 [8] T ] [ 5 ST P R A T [ i)
Hik.

1.1 EBREEYVERES =

TP 25 5 7R T 45300 1525 2 o 15 5
BB AR B S, R FO P R AR
SE IR 58 W DA P 5 40— 2 T,
o B BT (R 28 0 B O B A
Hh— N1z SR N Y BT A a5 T A Y T AR T
HE U B RO a7 . BB P
LA 43 S B

B2 0 0 9o 24 0 5 2 1, T
M — RIS B B, T MR AT DAk sr
—BEHL KA B R 98 2 H AR R — R0 S
3E SR LI B R | LK X 42 B
FAR SO M . R AR Iy b G X
(2 FEFEIRG 8 TSR, M0 L A IR 2 )
£ 92 MR K (1 2 S R TP 2 (D) o
B 4 TR B (LR IR % 1R 2
AN

1 =m

(a) (b)

12 8 4ol M ik i ]
Fig.2 8 neighborhood and connected graph

o — A T S W T — R A i T —
W 8 TR — A, — i AR — A
BE BRI T S B — s sh X, o
8 5T LA 2 U AT AR o T g P R A2 1] DX )
B, iT AGETHREAS s 4 P i A SRR IR
VL AT JLA i

1) I ARAL G AR v G i A B 4>, T AR
i B MR rP Xk IO 2 W 7 T 25 et (— Bt 7y 5t
SEER /WK

2) ISR AR TAR Y B HE A1 i R A (X —
MR ATRER M TR EALR B S5 1R, BN ST )
AR A W P T 25 R 5

3) HIFEE s sl SR 3G [, An SR AR i A
IR R B TR R B L C il T 5 A A 2 Y
Yy A, — Bl s 2L B

X3 ANPRET T is SRS R TR R R
FEZE 8] A D], (A5 i 5 P AR RE G B4 1 3 Y
RSP HIEB s P Yk, fdiX—2, first
XoF I MRS A A SR B 2 B 0k, BT A R Al BERY
WA 12 Bl AR S R il i A I 7, BRI AP B 45 R
ZEMEIR
1.2 Z5IE & BB E SR

M P A ) S R 2 AR B T IR R B IR
7 R BERLIR RS LASE , 38 A SR HLR £ 3l A 5
3y, LRGBS RO DU AR5 o X SE MR 1 [R5
ARy HAT — E B B A, Ok iR T ik
8 o ANk SIS A W] B RN R s B,
BV HC T i 250t v e 7 ) 67 38 A IR, T H S
Or IO AR B o AR/ AR AE I [ 3K I
A IR, AT LG 22 5 PR P ) s A A T i 0 5 A
P 1] P AT SR ) s A D AL 7 25 R

B o it 2 4 20 [ 4% PP 19 5 58 i X B — iz
SR, AR QB e 1] B B 2 ) PR % o 18— 72 Y 1
PRER I %A 55 Z 08 IO B e B, BIVIE 6 5 2 7 I ] S
PHAETME, RZATiZEE, Al -1, 0 +1]



360 FEEREEAH www. ¢jig. cn

F17 &

BEE [0 - 2,0 + 2] XEEEF R, 1R FT 7R N B A
AL 20 0 Y B, TR 1% s AR TE ¢ I 2 Y
B B T IR B 40 MBS, T LA AL —
AN 1, X — A i SR A T B ] P 3 2 1
PEATHIE . IR — KRR SE n WA BT A
A mCm < n) WA X A S, A X 46 4R ok
A TR LR . AR Al LR BRAsR T
BERLIE RS , A5 /s 16 22 51 RUHZ b B0 4 — A R
Xt R 7R B S i — s g XK, A ——
XREAISCHR o DAL 3 rhml LUTE B 1 i 2 14 22 ) [
H D7 R R — ELARRESE 1T D5 Y i B WA Tk
37 B S FELHR AN B 68 107 A5 A, FAT A6 T RS A A= D
PR,

AL 77 M T T 32 S A 2 SE R AS 1 5
H X I ) IR 28 A S o BEAS A S R A7 A P o
f5i— SO AR I 23 SOCHRAMETT AT 52 s ALY
B, WA AR Rt T LR ROCR A
S5 1 AT R IR MR B RE ], B (0 R R E L SR 4

BB B 2 A7 28 L 22 ey TR RORE PR AR )
SRR TR HE LUJS 15 2 B A HT 5, 56 3 17 24
AR08 12 10 Pl 0 Pl B it Ay 2 i) ) S BB, o i A i
S AR A TR R IR AR AT AR 75
FIZEEGR, 55 4 A7 SR AT 18] 4 ) 45 800 2251
G AP i R AR IEAT BE— AP B BB, 25 BR A5 A I o
RIRAY R 4R 75 B iR A R A5 o IR A e 6 NI
REAS BCUF X 37 57 v s Sh WA, 2 SR 2 A e
K BRI A6 1 00, A & 28 0 4 J5 1) P 3 46 i 4R X
AR PR RIZ S T T T 2R

............. ... f,

P 3 FEm E) s o AR A T i

Fig.3 Filtering sets in temporal domain

#5138

5229151

5300151 55571

P4 FI I 25 I 2 BRI

Fig.4  Denoising by association of spatio-temporal domain

2 EToHEAK B RERE

2.1 FFHER)iERE
Zond FORHTH o IR, AR A A
B E XN BA — % 12 s LA F AR, R4 A

T ZORTERYIZ B/ AR, LA S T RS AL R
B s S T lE s, T KRR T
P, i Z e — 25 A7 AR — B B i
I 18] PR A LA ) IR AS TN S BR R /N F s o

RGP IAIZ Bl G 1 25 TP A 2R, mT LAAE 3
s 23 rhit B — s sh HAri“ fir 4k -



553 1]

PE R, A5 TOARURRAE /S F R AGI 5 B 361

CAI—A 54 a 18 e B2 PO (x),y0)
W5E SCAAE b AR a 16 ¢ + 1 N2 4R, 24 B
4 D(a,b)<D(a,x)H D(a,b) <D, ,HH &
T D AW TE 3 e 2SR EEES, D, A
TR ¢ + 1 B2 RIS, x o Rz R
Y1 TRl Y AT R A4

BT R B AR5, T DA R AT AT R A
XL WP IRIZ Bl o B & AE SC PR B0, 3 A
BT LR L s BRI RS A8 S £ 52 PR &R
i

1) Zsh W Rk B 1, il A TS 5, o0 B 1Y
SR A58 sh Y A A A 2], £ LT i
B R AR S s sh IR

2) — Bl L H R TR SR A AEAS D (1 M

A
3) WiRIEITS S B AR AT, S — N8 B)
LIREN Gy 2 a1

DAL TR 25 B — A7 78 AR Z AR B0 T R S 78
— ke B, (A I A 232 Sl PR (A AR R S T 4
THRERRCR . X B A7 AR AT Bl ARk AN RE
M TSP RGBS K 10 iini s & i 4% s 5
H B R TE— 5K I R R 10 T T8 & e — i,
BB e, B0 i 7e 47 B AU 318 3l AR TR %
20 G o SRR el o7 i, 55 1 ot Y
AR AR RS 2 Wi B 7 AR B B R T B AR
L, A RS BOZ AR B A3 B R G B P , 1
e R E M ER ., (RN R/REEE, L
AR A BT S B, DR B i — B [A] P, i
Je I i AR BE S 2 MR R A I o ) e o i
WAL, e R L. P ERR SN FESS
n ARSRAEHE n WTHY AT SR B AR L B A — A

10;

X

5 HRTARE LR — s

Fig.5 Example of nearest-neighbor

SN ok R 7/[E 9N B VA= Wi P M G L A ol S
OIPRICHYBE S 5 B T R il S8 5%, W)
SRR B R 25 A E IR
2.2 EEHEHKE

BT 18 B B IE SR AP PR, R A
FERAYIE S AR — B E 8 0N, N2/ R A
JEI AR AR 24 Rl i Ui R i . X
20 7E 1) 22 RIS 18 A — S R0 iR AR WA N 220 i
St R B AR B A R TR SR 2 AR A
S S R i ) T AR 290t R A X 0 ]z Bl
(BT o RS S 1 303 A S PR R G R AR SR A7 A
— N B R, B — > E AR R KR AR R — iR
AR AR R R T X Rl B G Y D D A
i —JEia SR BIE AP R B R T, R
RSN P9 ) AT, 5 802 B )RR 2% 220 B AT A 1)
N T PRSI, SR T B J7 vk 02 T 2R 1 i AR AR
B — BIIFIE] (5 o), B ik Bt [ 49y A 3 IR Dt S )
BRPEHEAT— Wiz 3l , 783 B vk 8] i iy 5 1 — B A
T EARAOALE 75— WA 8 2% 1 [l (o 25 7 X 2
PR AR RN L B, XA P R AT LIARSE . 5 753K
BRIt 1] A A 283 [ A A B A B, AT A i
YA el 5k 1, A W ER R Ak 2k, O Al TS 2
B RAR AL EAT O B AR AL S B 7 R SR A R
0 B FU R s B 1 RN SR AT A B O
CRE AT LU 28— SR W (A5 73 B 22 A 3 23 /Y
L

A GRS BB A P A AT B A
AR AT LSRE, (R A FH A2 9 75 1548 - e AR 19
THARE R , 1 HUR MG MR 7 2 g A X — 20 R
A (dynamic programming) Jr ik 2R — A2 4
(TN 3 22> — 25 T L, 3 26 [ i R A i)
AT RIRE A o X A5 T LASE T 0 A DR B ) Al
AL, i HETFP i R LAY 1 (R RS, AT B 224 21 B

)R MR 25 o T R AR THI b A 4B 9% 2 LU A2E
ﬁ%go

SE S o) SR N WIS i AR, FL(x) R
55 m TR b S 7 RIS n WU bR AR R
BRARHE RS, DY R kWA Bk + 1 USSR
Bigs, TRAREDSMREATUE P, (x)) =
min{ F, (™) + DL B2 L R m 8]
WA B ) R 53 58— A2 2B (R m T = 1T
() £ ) [l — S BB R (o — 1 MR n WU f5 )



362 FEEREIEFAR www. ¢jig. en

F17 &

W2 G W R P, () AT RGR A s R A5
PG = minl FL(x7) + DT TSRS
Py 3| Rt <5 2 TP e S T = R ] I e S
E/‘JEE_% ij(x;ml) = D:il,io

MK 6 s, 15 Frame 1 g S 3 Frame 5
TR S T A AT RE B AR b e R I — 2%, AT LA AT Ak
RHESRIGE 4 5 F) Frame 4 1 JIT A 5 4R 1Y J5c 4
18 5 30 B 5 A () e R A BB g AR Y ), T A 4 a5
#| Frame 4 o i 48 S 1 A58 19 S JBCTR) B ] 1))
) 25 LR B KRR TR A SR BB, T rp 2 ) 4R TP 2R RT
RERYBEAR . A Frame 4 HA7 3 > mi 4R, (W] A] L
AL BB ) 4 A B X 3 A R R B AT B2
FMEYFER A R/N . T2 B RN 4 20 1k %
eAe S 3 BRI 1 kR, BRIR TR S I

B,

Frame 1 Frame 2 Frame 3 Frame 4 Frame 5
o Hs8 . I
] ~ N5 = 9

3 [~ ] S 5 I~
I1 -
m13 m6 [
) Frame 4 Frame 5
a4
9
< <16
=~
11 =

K6 FiI Il SR HEAT 5K it
Fig.6  Solve problem by dynamic programming

3 ZWER

3.1 KISLbE

FHAS 37 15 [F) 26 L 1) Meanshift 530355 i LE 4%
(B 7—R8) , & v o B 1 A AE BAZ 1938 RS
15 x TR, AZE W, BLA 55 3R WARAE, J& A 3OO
T AL 3L X G v AE B LA M Y 32 3l H
M8 BT LI Y, A SCHE B 53075 RE 8 FoaE i IR B
ZBR. (B2, ANE 7 AT LIF 1 Meanshift IR FEIR
HERf RS AR (AR T AE R BRER A 25 5 ) , K2R
7 30 Wil , BRER AU AE 52 2 BT T B 19 H A
225307, Meanshift DIAE i (15 77 R AL, 24 H
BRI, 8 S o LEE S K. PP Y HAs o &1
ARG, Sl BT R A AR T SRR
3.2 RE4ER

W TR RN, A B SR 25 SRR R %
AR TCEEI MR E S T AR A S L
REASRCAT AR TN RS 1 PR i s ik 1 8 s
MBI MBORE Ze, HARK, B9 FrR il
X 1.8 km DIAMAAREFHEA T WA , AR AR I (A5 5]
AR . & 10 Fros (1 SEBGME S FE T 2R IR BV
(TR AN T 30 18 32) , M 22, A7 B 241 HL
—HAYS, B 11 RBAT ] BT 2 BRI
PR RO AR H AR, I AT AT S

&7 Meanshift 8 iE45E R
Fig.7 Tracking result by meanshift



53 4] PE R, A5 TOARURRAE /S F R AGI 5 B 363

8 ASCHIEHIERERSR
Fig.8 Tracking result by this paper
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Table 1 Tracking results of this paper
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