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Secure steganography based on modulo and its cyclical characteristic

Liao Qinan

Department of Computer & Information Management, Guangxi University of Finance & Economics, Nanning 530003, China

Abstract: In order to provide a large, scalable embedding capacity and maintain a good visual quality of the stego-image,
In this paper, a secure steganography based on modulo and its cyclical characteristic is presented. First, the secret data
stream is converted into an n-ary notational system data stream. Then, according to the characteristic of the remainder cy-
cle, one n-ary notational information will be embedded into one pixel of the cover image by a modulus function with security
features, until the secret data is embedded completely. Different parameter n gets different rates of embedding and visual
quality of the stego-image. Theoretical analysis and experimental results show that the algorithm can maintain a high embed-
ding rate while maintaining good visual quality of stego-image, and good security. The information-embedding rate is highly
flexible, and the method can choose the steganographic scheme according to the actual requirements, for which the embed-
ding rate and stego-image quality are ideal. It is more practical than other similar algorithns.

Key words: digital image; modulus function; remainder cycle; steganography
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R A G S BRI e
TEAER AR FIRRAETT A PEREA A T AR R Y
P (EAIFF R A SRR B 25 55 B U
J3

ARSCAEWTSEIA 6T EMD Sk 560 -, S 1e
AP RS A e KA M35 e 4o P 45 T 1 4
AR BT RS

1 BXEE

1.1 EMD &%

EMD 83 0] Lo — 7 (2n + 1) 3k 8 1 5 2%
fREIRAR] n DR R, IR AFRR 1. 16
bit/ pixel , fix AiFFEANT

1) P A A5 B Ao — e Bdia i D

2) IR D iy LAECF IR AR K AL
(2n + 1) #EHIECTF I, LK FEUETHEARS

L =[Klog,(2n +1) | (1)

3) MR ER S H B 0 A4S i A B 2 A5 8 114
RGERIKEME g /Fh—H (g ,8,,,8,)  IFiTE
RS IR %L

fgi,8:,,8,) =

[Zn:(gixi)]mod (2n + 1) (2)

A IHH—AL2n + ) HEHFER d 5 f 24680
s = (d-f) mod (2n +1) (3)

s =0 MRBCA FERT G I 520, s
n, WK g, BOMEN 1, 500K g, HODELDRE 1, X AR
LR EHE L d B

REPATHIR 3)4) , HEMERIRATEHE .

RSN

P =1log,(2n +1)/n (4)
1.2 EF#EEHER EMD gt E %

SCHRLT 14 0 A B T ASE I —A (2n + 1) 3
TR d IRAB D BIRGRER ¢ 1 IRAGE
AT R R

f=(g +x) mod (2n +1) (5)
A, lxl<sn, M 0sg <1 fl1254<g, <255 A},
BE R O0<x <2n+1 f1 - (2n+1) < x<0,
S PR « il f=d, NTEEIR R N

g =& +x (6)
MG PRI B R
f =g mod (2n +1) (7)

1.3 ETFTEMD {EHHEEEEE X

SCHRL 8 145 M B 3k T LSS BUKE — 37 (2K +
2k + 1) FEH R 2 A5 B A 2 A~ AR R %
it E A

{Sk(p,q) ={(a,b) |p-al +|q-b|<k] )
1S, | =2k +2k +1
A, a b, p Al g MIGRME, kA IEREL
M k=2 0, RS WK 1(a) iR,
P-q2 11 ]
-1,q-2| p.g~1|p+1,g-1 7 12 4
lp24| p-ta | P | priglp2dl [ 3] 8 0[5 |10
ip—1,q+1| p,g+1|p+1l.g+] 9 1 6
Pqt2 2
(a) S(p,q) (b) Dy(p,q)

K1 22 (k=2)

Fig.1 Diamond encoding patterns with k=2

A 1=18S, 1,8 SR R B f R TR A R B
15 BB RS RHIEME (DCV) , Hat B AR
f(p,q) = ((2k +1) xp +q) modl (9)
M k=2 B, ZZIR R ANE 1(b) iR
HAMF BT, 4% (9) IR BIMRGE R (x,y) I
PRELf(x,y) o Y LHERIEE d =f B, RN B sk
BER(x,y) ;2 dAf R d 5 fIBER
s = (d-f) mod! (10)
AR RS s XF R AY 15 R X HE A ZE 1L
i, BN EARG R (o, ) B E, G0k =2,1 =13,
(x,y) =(25,35),d =5,£(25,35) = ((2x2 +1) x25 +
35) mod 13 =4,s = (5-4) mod 13 =1, X} BEE 1 FrRsid
Il , IR RN (o)) = (x,y +1) =(25,36) .
MR R R, (o)) TN

x' =x +1 x' <0

x' =x =1 x' > 255 (11)
y =5 +1 y' <0

y =y = y' > 255

PEBUE BT () TR EFBR R (', ) 1Y
FEI R (", y") , BRI HERR SR IR %5 15 B .
PRI YN )
P =log, (2K +2k +1)/2 (12)

2 AXFZE

2.1 HEXBEZEHRER
D) ARAR, SCHR[ 4 ] 59 EMD 53095 1 e K BEIE
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AN 1.16 bit/pixel, SCER[ 7] 1 EMD 2k 55 vk
1 e R I R AR H A 2. 32 bit/pixel , SCHRLS ]
(22 0E Bt fm S B s, R b ] LUGK B L #5
IR AT B HAR R e RAB B K, TR A SRR 2K
HEMBAE MR e B m se XS B B B R R A
L7 BARE2ZE R HIBCR AR AR

2) BB F R Dy wr g, SCER 4,7 ] Sk AR
H(2n+1), SCHRL8 ] SEIL MRl (2K +2k + 1),
X SRR i AT R R 0 ik AR RN IS D R AR L
i kG B A K A7 (20 + 1) HE R (28 +
2k + 1) i 22, EARE A 1 A2 (20 + 1) i 2%
(2K +2k + 1) i R, 33X A ALGE A B 55 KBS
AR T ELN B SR AS T i, e R AE 7 el A&
BUB R AR BRI i, AR s =X (1), 4
2 o; FLHERIECRIR 4 A ZBERIE, IR 2 37 i I
Bl F R BT I [ 00,44 5,4 7 —9E i %k
e 2 A o 7k ) R §E RS [00,30 ], Ho iy
[31,44 ] 53 Fl N A B A TR s 3t il 1 F 2%
R o P, X SR AR TN R R
PERIT T

3) R AFIHE IR KR [ 7 1 , 8 A 5 TR
H B0k, 0% R — BT BE s I 53 By
A 15 B ROE, St R M S 2 e S B
2.2 ARXHEE

AR SO T S —A n SEHI AR (R B IR AE
— ARG R, ik, T EERIE R ek ik
HlME R n HEHIRR R AR ER R R
s,

2.2.1  ZHFHME B n G B

MR SR BAR D (1 L 87, B =4k
K KA n BERIECE P S . LK BT AR

L =| Klog,n | (13)

Mon =2" B, AT LU —07 n i 61F B 58 208
m L HEHE R B K =1,L=m,

2.2.2 W ABE:

TP T R AN B 5 Sk il B, TR ACHIE
GURL I T 1 07 [ J) 3 ) R L 5 SRR Y 2 e
M2 B 2 4B 5 3Rk Ham A Rk

f=(a;, +p, +x) mod n (14)

K,n =23, 50, WHRR p, B2 REL,

M TR, 0 =0,1,2, 0 = 150 Bl p,
AR/ NI n DB, o SETE FELY

-ln2] sx<[n2],n=2k+1 (15)

5517 %
-n2+1 <x<n2,n =2k (16)
-n2<x<n/2-1,n =2k (17)

B BGE S H i E = (15) (16) B (17) 1Y

x,— R (14) 3 2
f1f = (a, +p, +x) mod n| =
{0,1,2,-+-,n =1} (18)

WAt U, — 00 n FFHE B A 4, 7EX(15)
(16) 5 (17) fr o= (9 « i Bl 4 58 4 AT DU E — 1>
ME— x fH, 0 f=d. XEF,d EREBRE ! N

pi =p+x (19)

MG R pl b B pl <0,88 pl >255

B, AR A S s S R PR R A, X6 ! R
F§=p£+n pi <0
pi =pi-n  p; > 255

B, n=4,a, =2,p, =55,n HHIFL d, =2
B, A LR

1) f=(2455-1) mod4 =0;

2) f=(2455-0) mod4 =1;

3) f=(2+55+1) mod4 =2=d,;

4) x=1,p) = p, + x =56,

MR, n=5,0, =4,p, =0,n #HHIFE d, =
3 B, i At R

1) f=(4+0-2) mod5 =2;

2) f=(4+0-1) mod 5 =3 = d;

3) x= -1,p5=0-1=-1<0;

4) py=pr+5=-1+5=4,

R E AL N, o WU 2 HE4H A R
AE B BUE T %, JF B BEPLT 5 N, dEEeiUE, Hrp
Z—BUETTREME 1 R,

*1 o HEESHEIFSHITEXR

Table 1 Corresponding relation of «; and N,

(20)

N,
0 1 2 n-1
a 0 1 2 n—-1

X o S, 7T LIS 2] 0! BTN 5C R
FL B n! DMBUETT R Wik AFE R 3 bit/pixel,
B n =8 I, WA 40 320 FHUE 7 %, Yk AN
4 bit/pixel, Bl n =16 B, WA 2.092 3 x 10" Ff BUE
ES

JF5 N, LA™ A, B

N, = rand, mod n (21)
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A, rand; JFEPLEEEL
2.2.3 REE
M EREAR R IR n HEFIE R 0 R ECH
f=(a, +p}) modn (22)
o, 75 b T A S IR A R IR
A p P RBEE N d, = (2 +56) mod 4 =2; A2k
BRR phy PHRIUNEE R d, = (4 +4) mod 5 =3,
2.2.4 AR
AR RIRA TR
P =log, n (23)
A2 (23) 0, AR SCEE IR A RIE S n BUMEL
BRI I A IR AR R I

3 KBERSH

T LML RO PR, — AR, —
SRR IR (50 (PSNR) , FEH 5850
PSNR = 10 x 1g(255°/MSE) (24)
A, MSE 2R 19 5 8 8 2 I 477 2%, 3
AR
MSE = oSS L) - IG) 1 (25)

i=1 j=

Ao, m 1 n 435k USRI 5

PSNR MUK, HEM iy . —CZKPSNR >
30 dB, BRAR A FEAILSE o R 2SR PSNR >39 dB,

FHAR Y B 5 SR AT e PR A R 1 [T 3¢
LEREO]ESEEYrin-o8

3 Ao R i S 6 E B A SR A R R AT AT
PR, BR 0 08, 7R A s AR PERY S IR 5 2R . 528
¥ Ff Matlab2008b -4 | SEU 4% 358 /R 512 x
512 B Lena, airplane , peppers £l baboon %5 K &
B, W& 2 s sn EE B2 H Lorenz 1R 1751
AEFRAFRNAIREHL n BEH11F B 7 Bk AR R A E B
Lorenz JR3 7 51 B AL A o, 5K (21) w1 Bl A1 5% 44
rand, W.H Lorenz Y& 5 5 4L P15 2, n FEHIBEHL
15 B EAR R AR 3R 5 N MRS n
VERIFEALGS B S i AR n JERIBEHLE B 5g e —2.
3.1 ERNERMARAIREAME
3011 ARCEBEELE

XFTANIR] n B 2355 45 i Ao A 38 1Y S 55
MR 2 PR, R 2 Y SER B R W, AL
ST DA BN 20 0 [ A i A i 8, H 3R K
&R LA B LA i) S B i

(c) peppers (d) baboon

K2 #ikEg

Fig.2 Cover images

®2 AR ENEGREEMHRANE
Table 2 PSNR & embedding rate in different n

PSNR/dB Py
" lena  aiplane peppers baboon  (bit/pixel)
2 51.15 51.12 51.15 51.13 1
3 49.90 49.89 49.89 49. 89 1.59
4 46.36 46.37 46.36 46.37 2
5 45.12 45.12 45.12 45.12 2.32
6 43.11 43.12 43.12 43.12 2.59
7 42.11 42,12 42.10 42.11 2.81
8 40.72 40.74 40.72 40.73 3
9 39.91 39.89 39.89 39.90 3.17
10 38.83 38.83 38.83 38.82 3.32
11 38.13 38.13 38.13 38.12 3.46
12 37.28 37.29 37.28 37.28 3.59
13 36.67 36.66 36. 66 36.68 3.7
14 35.94 35.96 35.96 35.96 3.81
15 35.42 35.42 35.41 35.42 3.91
16 34.80 34.80 34.82 34.81 4

M A P =3 bit/pixel B, PSNR S T £ A5 {1
39 dB, & SL 2 A KR R e B an 8l 3 s, 5
P2 1 IS RS AR L, TEATAR] SRR St , AT R R AR G 1Y
EUR Ao T i
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17 %

(a) Lena (b) airplane

T e

(c) peppers (dbabn

B3 AR P =3 bit/pixel
Fig.3  Stego-images, P =3 bit/pixel

Mk A% P =4 bit/pixel i, £ 55045 KR 1
WL S5 R R A9 BT AN 4 Bz o ST 2 B s
FIGAA L, TARAT R B G, AT PR R4 A R A5
it HOE T B IR W AR

50 100 150
KIEAE

50 100 150
HKEEAE

50 100 150

IKEEAA
3000
2500
&
252000
a6 1500
&1 000
500
O |
0 50 100 150 200 250
IKBEAR
(a) FHEG (b) HITEl

K4 RFERGLEITK P =4 bit/pixel
Fig.4 Stego-images & histograms, P =4 bit/pixel

3.1.2  5iik[4 -6]&k b

SCHR[4 ] 50k k=2 B S 0 e R ELE A
A 1.16 bit/pixel ; SCHR[ 5 ] 3k HA —Fh 758 ; STk
[6 JBVEN] K (HISE M NEREL, S RIS I AR
2 bit/pixel , SZEGIHZCHE L ST RANGR 3 Fis.

SARSCR PR 2 L 45 R AT R, SOk
(4] R RR AR T PSNR A SO B il A
FT PSNR ff-4E  {H ik A 8RN 5 AR SO bl SCHik
[5 -6 B ILAER Rk A% T 9 PSNR FE472L, Hiix
AR AT

®3 NE[4-6]HEXHMBAKRIHER
Table 3 PSNR & embedding rate in different scheme

PSNR/dB P/
ik o
Lena  Airplane Peppers Baboon (bit/pixel)
k[4
XiR[4] 52.11 52,10 52.11 52.11 1.16
k=2
CHk[5]  50.18  50.17  50.18 50.17  1.50
RN 6
kL6 ] 45.13 45.14 45.15 45.15 1.99
K=170
3.1.3  GICERL7 1Ak A

FHHSCHR [ 7 ] 3R0E MR ol LA, Y 2 < g, <
253 i, lol <ng G024 n>2 W AR MH g, %, H)
g' <05 g >255, WM, XA LI A F K
TR A S A S TA SR B0 0 =3,5, 3K i
iR A AT PSNR 5 A SO A Y, (0 H B R e
AR H R 2.32 bit/pixel ,

SCHRL 7 | SR B s B Hoh 78k (2n + 1),
A SO Y i 3 3 BRI AR, AR A T 2 T
YR A RIERE T H AT RIS Y n =27 B, AT LA
FH—AL n FEHUE B 582 RoR m AL — dEI (5 &, Bi]
PLSE4#s m A i E B A — MR ER T, B BR
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R RE T M EREE IR AR, His 55, ]
PIAR DTS2 R Bh A SR AR, BV A TE A TT 5
3.1.4  H3CEk[8] ik

SCHR[8 ]k n] U i O R 69 & (645 2 A
R AR (B AR R, i R R S A 1R

RIEBURER,

D) R FRE R B ER A S 7r

MIET 4 2% 0% R BT TR AL T, Lena 18150
RZE 506 FE AL L Lena (8144 4 511038 SC k[ 8 ]
FRAMVERE . SCHITH RLRAR NG 4 R

F4 XH(B|HEEARBMBRIEER

KIS SRR W], SCHR (8 I 5k 7e k> 1 1,
Hifg RIEUCR R TASC . R 2 ik 4 9505
Bl nl A1, PSNR fE— 5 # J8E E Al Fo e th X Fp sk
R 5 N AR A A [R] sl AT I A e KAl i
He#

x5 BRAGEEERELER
Table 5 Maximum pixel value changes of
different methods

o RIS I

=1 P/ K " 174 K
(bit/pixel) B & (bit/pixel) BE

1 3 2.322 3 5 2.322 2

2 5 2.965 5 8 3.000 4

3 8 3.590 8 12 3.585 6

4 10 3.894 10 15 3.907 7

(Lena B )

Table 4 Items & results in reference [ 8] (Lena image)
. s, | =5 SN PSNR/ P/

i B dB  (bit/pixel)
1 5 w 1 52.10 1.16
2 13 % 2 47.81 1.85
3 25 e 3 44.95 2.32
4 41 % 4 42.81 2.68
5 61 & 5 41.08 2.97
6 85 N 6 39.63 3.21
7 113 w 7 38.39 3.41
8 145 % 8 37.29 3.59
9 181 e 9 36.34 3.75
10 221 w 10 35.48 3.89
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Fig.5 Maximum pixel value changes of different methods

L X %?rr. K PSNR/ N
A B 11§ s dB  (bit/pixel)
1 5 i) 4 52,12 1.16
2 13 2 11 47.79  1.85
3 25 2 23 44.94  2.32
4 41 B 40 42.74  2.68
5 61 2 58 40.90  2.97
6 85 2 82 39.26 3.2l
7 113 2 111 37.59  3.41
8 145 B 144 35.86  3.59
9 181 = 178 34.37  3.75
10 221 2 220 32.27  3.89

SCHKL 8 B AR B AR i I R TR G2 5 1Y

SRR RO AR (WL (LD ) B e KB
PO T IZSE IBERE b A AARK, B R
B R B FU RS R (AR AR, Ik 6 5L %L
RN R I NN RN SRR )

© I B R BT AR ST A



1212 hEEREIE AW www. ¢jig. cn

B17%

PN SN RN T U SEIPN SN SR
AMEERAE, XA BLGORG  BO7E e X R X
PSR MR R AL W 6 (b) PR s A U
AR I IR R E R KB SR /N T o, A2 B
XA R . NI, SCHK (8 ] 550k X AR [ 4 Y
PR AR SRy BRAE, 3o 25 A M1 w2 IX S ) 28
RS, BB NI AR

(a) J5i Fpeppersti 11
6 SCHR[8 ] H ki H I i) BB s R R R

Fig.6  Stego-images of reference [ 8] when pixel value overflow
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